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Designs Proposed for Ladies’ Clothing Inspired from African Heritage
(Maasai tribe in Kenya) Using Hand Embroidery

Research Summary:

The association of arts with human life made him constantly search for innovative and
appropriate methods for expressing it, to reveal new values that help him develop original
values of a unique character. Design is the origin of all arts, and the result of abilities
represented in intelligence and artistic abilities Together. The importance of design is due to
the fact that it is the way of life, and the way to get rid of chaos and disorder in order to reach
beauty, and it includes design of fashion, furniture, architecture, and textiles ...etc.

Fashion is a great expressive quality, and an art of a human nature, closely related to life and
society, as it accommodates the changes of the times, not only on the distant local levels, but
at the global level. Fashion design is considered a product of intellectual, applied and skillful
creativity, and one of the applied and decorative arts, and therefore it is called the art of
fashion design. Fashion has been greatly influenced by traditional jewelry, especially African
heritage, and it was added to modern clothes and also mixed with modern accessories,
studded with types of beads to add a special beauty.

The African heritage is totally linked to the environment and African society, through which
the artist is able to produce distinct art that stems from his daily behavior with the
surrounding environment. Embroidery is an international art, and it is one of the Islamic arts
and an original heritage that children can inherit from grandparents, which includes
decorative innovations with needlework, creating a decorative style that expresses the place
and age in which it was found..

Through this study, an analytical descriptive presentation of the Jewelry of the Maasai tribe
in Kenya is presented, in addition to an applied study of the use of geometric shapes in
Maasai Jewelry as motifs as an adaptation source for contemporary fashion design.

Key Words: Fashion Design- Ladies’ Clothing- African Heritage- Hand Embroidery.
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